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MAYOR KURTZ’S WEEKLY UPDATE FOR JANUARY 22, 2021   
 

 

New Firefighters 

 

The City welcomed two, part-time firefighters to the Independence Fire Department this 

week.   

Michael Linek graduated from Ohio State University with a bachelor of science in 

neuroscience.  Michael currently works at the Cleveland Clinic Foundation in his hometown 

of Twinsburg. He is looking forward to serving Independence with his firefighting and first 

responder skills.    

Caleb Ernshaw is following in his father’s footsteps. Caleb is currently a 

firefighter/paramedic with the Sharon Township Fire Department, where his father was a 

volunteer firefighter for many years.  Caleb earned an associate’s degree in applied science 

(Fire and EMS) from Cuyahoga Community College. 

 

 
L-R: Fire Chief Steve Rega, Michael Linek, Mayor Greg Kurtz, Caleb Ernshaw 
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Cleveland Clinic Emergency Response Training 

If you heard a low-flying helicopter near Elmwood Park 

on Wednesday, your ears were not deceiving you.  It 

was part of an all-day Cleveland Clinic Emergency 

Response training event that took place on campus.   

The day began with classroom sessions at the Civic 

Center and ended with advanced training outside the 

Fire Station.  Cleveland Clinic paramedics, EMTs, and 

nurses were joined by Independence Fire and Rescue 

teams to learn about the latest protocols and 

procedures for responding to different types of 

emergencies.   

In addition to the Clinic’s Transport Helicopter and Critical Care Ground Unit, participants 

learned about the Clinic’s Mobile Stroke Unit.  It is the second van of its type in the world 

and the only unit equipped with a CAT scan and the technology to perform CT angiograms 

in the field.     

 
L-R: Mobile Stroke Unit CAT Scan; Teledoc screen over the stretcher.  

Teledoc software and a screen over the stretcher enable the doctors, radiologists, and other 

medical experts to work with the on-scene responders and communicate with the person in 

need. The real-time assessment and collaboration expedites the diagnosis and treatment and 

eliminates unnecessary stops in emergency rooms when surgery or neurological intensive 

care is what is needed.  

The participants also learned how to respond to unexpected, 

on-board emergencies caused by an accident or technical 

malfunction, as well as updated triage protocols.   

Independence is one of a limited number of communities in 

Cuyahoga County that the Mobile Stroke Unit serves.  
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Remembering Donna Agan 

 

For sixty years, Donna Agan was one of the most active citizens in 
our City.  She reliably went above and beyond to give back to the 
community she loved so dearly.  Last week Donna passed away, but 
her legacy of community service lives on.    
 
I remember when the Civic Center opened, Donna generously 
volunteered to assist wherever and whenever she could.  She and 
her husband of 60 years, Robert William Agan, were long-time 
members of the Kiwanis Club of Independence, and one of their 
favorite events was the annual Fishing Derby.   
 

 
The last time I saw Donna was in July when the new Elmwood Park fountain that the Kiwanis 

Club helped the City purchased was unveiled.  Despite some health setbacks, she was as 

spirited and sharp as ever.  

 

L-R: Recreation Director Tom Walchanowicz, Pat 

Gorbett, President, KiwanisClub; Mayor Greg Kurtz; 

Gil Freilino, Kiwanis Board Member; Donna Agan, 

Kiwanis Member; William Gutermuth, President, 

Board of Directors, Kiwanis International. 

  

 

 

 

Donna is survived by her sons R. Bruce Agan (Lucinda) and Brenton Wesley Agan (Karen 

Pierce), both of Indiana, four grandchildren, and three great-grandchildren.  Services will be 

private, and the family asks that in place of flowers, people donate in memory of Donna 

Agan to Holy Family Healthcare, Kiwanis (especially the Fishing Derby or scholarship funds), 

or the Western Reserve Herb Society. 

 

God’s blessings and peace, Donna.  

 

 

COVID-19 Updates   

Nearly half-a-million Ohioans have received the COVID-19 vaccine, and active cases have 

dropped 26-percent since the peak on December 14th.   Starting next Tuesday, January 26th, 

people age 75 and older are eligible to get a coronavirus vaccine.  

I urge residents to go to the County Board of Health website to search by zip code the 

official list of healthcare providers who have the vaccine.  Residents who need assistance 

should call Community Services at 216-524-7373.  

https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSftfqyyGgMPDWQlQKeSC7eIGzAkVkgNNDc0jt0BXAlXIzoWjw/viewform
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The Ohio Department of Health has issued a travel advisory recommending Ohioans avoid 

traveling to states with a coronavirus positivity rate of 15% or higher.  Currently, 14 states 

meet that threshold:  

Alabama 

Arkansas 

Georgia 

Idaho 

Iowa 

Kansas 

Mississippi 

 

Oklahoma 

Pennsylvania 

South Dakota 

Tennessee 

Texas 

Utah 

Virginia  

Governor DeWine has extended indefinitely the overnight curfew (10 PM to 5 PM) set to 

expire this weekend.   He also announced that Ohio has partnered with two private 

companies to purchase at-home COVID-19 Test Kits. The State will invest $50M in federal 

Cares Act money for the rapid tests that produce results in just 15 minutes.  The tests will 

be made available to local and county health departments.   

 

 

Download Finance Director Vern Blaze’s Weekly Report here. 

 

 

After-School Program 

Community Services’ After School Program at 

Independence Primary School kicked off on January 

7.  The 60 students, Grades K through 4, were 

excited to be back with the friends and counselors. 

All of the activities are designed to nurture active 

minds and bodies, promote social development, and 

provide creative outlets.   

The mild January weather has allowed the children 

to go outside to get some fresh air, play kickball and 

basketball, have relay races, and swing on the 

swings.  There is nothing as uplifting as the sound 

of children laughing.  

  

http://cms9.revize.com/revize/independenceoh/departments/finance/finance_report_-_weekly_.php#outer-480
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Each grade level is working on a special Valentine project that they hope the recipients will 

enjoy.    Thanks to the dedicated Community Services staff for always coming up with 

innovative programs to serve our residents.   

 

 

   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

To subscribe to Mayor Kurtz’s Weekly Update, send your name and email address to 

CityHall@IndependenceOho.org 


